Key lesson: Elijah became like Yahweh. Although not perfected until immortality,
God develops Elijah’s character through personal experience. Elijah becomes a
loving father for Elisha. That is what God is like for all of us. His Name Yahweh
Elohim is a memorial to remind us that He wants to have a family who are like
Him. He will be mighty ones! Ex 34v6-7. This is His purpose: Num 14v21.
1 Kings 19v19-21
2 Kings 2v1-15
This is the first time the two are
mentioned together since Elijah’s
call some 10 years earlier. In the
meantime, Elisha had become
known as Elijah’s servant: 2 Kgs
3v11. There is now a very close
friendship between these 2 men.

1 Kings 19v19-21
v19 Agricultural language used
to remind us of Yahweh’s
purpose with Elijah to sow His
Word into Israel’s hearts in the
Kingdom: Jer 31v27-28. We
must allow God’s Word to grow
in our hearts now that it may
bear fruit: Hos 10v12; Mk 4v8;
Gal 5v22-23;6v8. The no. 12,
symbolises a united nation of
Israel under Christ.
v21 Elisha ceremonially severs
all connection with his previous
occupation and way of life. It is
a deliberate act to symbolise
his total dedication to the work
ahead. Jesus’ disciples similarly
“left their nets and followed him”
Matt 4v19-22; 6v24.

Colour code: Blue (God & Jesus); Red (sin/
devil/judgment of wicked); Green (Kingdom);
Orange (important words & phrases);
Purple (Israel & return of Jews to the land);
Yellow (practical exhortation).
Prepared for Study Week 2008.
This summary was prepared from notes by
Bro John Martin and the SW08 notes.
Wrested Scripture comments by Ron Abel.
For PDF copy, email Andrew Dangerfield at
acdangerfield@webshield.net.au

“hold your peace” - ie. Shoosh! It
was too painful for Elisha to discuss
with them. He had an emotional
attachment to Elijah and didn’t want
to see him go. Taking on Elijah’s
responsibility may also have been a
daunting prospect. It is not easy to
take on responsibilities. But God will
be with us no matter how difficult it
may be at the time
v3 Originated in the school of the
prophets originally held at Ramah
with Samuel presiding over them:
1 Sam 10v9-12;19v19-20.

v7 “Jordan” - This river was an apt
symbol of the progress of mortality
down to the grave. Jeremiah speaks
of the “pride of Jordan”, as it represented the flesh: Jer 12v5; 49v19.
See Bro J Martin’s notes for detail.
“they two” - Only used 9x in the
Bible (of which 3 are in this chapter).
Other examples are:
Ruth and Naomi – Ruth 1v29
David and Jonathan – 1 Sam 23v18
Husband and wife – Eph 5v21.
Wrested Scripture: 2 Kings 2v11: Neither 2 Kings 2 or Matt 17 says
that Elijah lived between being taken up and when he met Jesus at the
Transfiguration in Matt 17v3. Moses was also present, but he had been
dead: Deut 34v5. Moses and Elijah may well have both been raised for
the occasion. Even if Elijah was miraculously preserved after he was
caught up in a whirlwind, his experience offers no grounds for believers
today to expect a similar privilege. There is also evidence that Elijah was
back on earth after he was taken away in the whirlwind. It can be shown
that a letter was received by Jehoram, King of Judah, from Elijah, after
Elijah was taken. Elijah was most likely “caught away” in the same way
Philip was in Acts 8v39,40 and then returned to the earth.

v8 Mantle a symbol of his prophetic
office: 1 Kgs 19v13,19; Zech 13v4.
v9 “double portion”- Reference to
the Law of Moses, right of firstborn
child: Deut 21v17. Elisha became
like a firstborn son to Elijah.
v12 Key: At the end of Elijah’s life,
Elisha calls him “my father, my
father” ie. Dad. Many years later, at
Elisha’s death, Joash King of Israel
came to Elisha saying “my father,
my father”: 2 Kgs 13v14. Elisha had
learnt to also be a father in Israel.
Do we develop relationships with
those younger than us to guide them
and nurture them? Do we give
ourselves over to those in need? If
so, then we may even be the answer
to someone’s prayers. But only if we
allow God to work with us.
Elisha calls Elijah his chariot.
The cherubim is often referred to as
a chariot: 1 Chr 28v18; Psa 68v17
Isa 66v15; Ezek 1. The saints are
Yahweh’s chariot that He rides. His
character is revealed in people! In
the Kingdom age, the saints will be
called Yahweh because they will
reflect perfectly the Divine nature,
both morally and physically. Elijah
has become like God. As such he
will be ideally suited to become
Yahweh’s chariot in the Kingdom.
Horsemen: In Rev 19v13-15 Christ
and the Saints (the Cherubim) ride
horses, as they tread under foot
the latter-day Jezebel (RC system).
Consider the following facts about 2 Kings 2v11:
a. Elijah had been taken to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2v11).
b. Elisha took over the duties of Elijah in the reign of Jehoshaphat
(2 Kings 3v10, 11).
c. Jehoram received a letter from Elijah, the prophet (2 Chron. 21v1,
9-12). King Jehoram reigned after Jehoshaphat. (2 Chron. 21v1).
Also, Elijah did not ascend the dwelling place of God since it is expressly
stated that “no man hath ascended up to heaven” (John 3v13). Also,
“No man hath seen God at any time” (John 1v18). He could not
possibly have received immortality, because of “the prophets” it says
that “these all…. received not the promise” (Heb 11v13,32,39).

