
Endurance 



Aim… 

•  Cover 3 main points… 
– Servant 
– Trial & Temptation 
– Key to Epistle 



Key: Mark 3v21, 31-34 – Defines James! 
•  v21: Family thought Christ crazy.  
•  v31: Stand “without”, seek to restrain 
•  v33: “Who does the will of God…”  
 
Jam 1v1  
“Servant” = one who does the will of another 
•  v16-18: “Brethren…Father…of His own will 

He begat us”  CR Luke 15v18 
 
Link: Respect of Persons (James 2) 



Servant Attributes… 
What does it mean to be a 

servant? 
 

Observe One - Luke 22v39-46 
 

•  “Not my will, but thine” 
Servant (does master’s will) 

•  “Remove this cup…agony” 
Duty hard, beset with trial 

•  “Pray enter not in temptation” 
Seeks God’s wisdom to endure 

•  “Strengthened him” 
God gives liberally, no hesitation 

Beat, killed, stoned 

Seeks to please Christ…does his will 

Must not strive, gentle, God’s work! 



Activity! 

Number Significance? 
 

15 = 3 x 5 
Fruit x Grace 

“Brethren” 

GK = adelphos  

Root – the womb 

James’ theme in 
Chapter 1 on BIRTH! 



Are you serious?? 
Trials can be the hardest & 

darkest times of our life!  
(1 Pet 1v6, Heb 12v11) 

 
So where is the Joy? 

v3 – “Knowing this”! 
•  In the Knowledge of WHAT 

God is preparing us for & 
WHY we need it to get there!  

•  Matt 5v11-12 
 
What do we “Know”? 
•  Psa 16v7-11 

Prove us, to trust God. CR Ex 14, 16 
God refines ONLY His SONS! CR Matt 4. 

Matt 4 – Why does Christ quote from here? 



Knowledge’s Chain Reaction 

Trial 

Fully works, 
Labours 

Endurance, 
constancy  

“Ergon” - Provides 
the energy  

Finished, complete 
in all parts  

Lacking nothing  

“Now when Jesus heard these things, 
he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one 
thing: sell all that thou hast, and 
distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come, 
follow me.” (Luke 18v22) 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto treasure hid in a field; the which 

when a man hath found, he hideth, 
and for joy thereof goeth and selleth 

all that he hath, and buyeth that 
field.” (Matt 13v44) CR PSA 27 



Where is the FIRST occurrence 
of God’s Refining Process? 

 
Genesis 1 

•  Light 
•  Separate waters 

•  Above – Clouds (Heb 12v1)  
•  Below – Seas (Isa 57v20) 

 
Link: Jam 1v6 
•  “He that wavereth is like a 

wave of the SEA…” 

Gold in fire – found to praise, honour, glory 

“They shall be my people” 

“Though he were a son, yet he learned 
obedience by the things that he suffered”  

(Heb 5v8) 
Link: James 5v6-11; Job 42v7-10 



Because the natural man does not see as God 
does (Isa 55v8-13). God’s wisdom is a light to us! 

God’s perspective! If we don’t see God’s work we 
will be TEMPTED to go our own way (Ex 14v3, 
11-12, Ex 16v1-3) 

Faith is the basis of Victory (1 John 5v4). God can 
do the humanly impossible when we surrender 
and acknowledge we can’t save ourselves and 
see His good hand to redeem us  

Trial & Temptation = Same GK 
•  Trial is God’s way of testing 

genuineness of our faith 
WHEN we see from His view 

•  Temptation is the natural 
reaction to prefer our own way 

•  Our thinking (Isa 55v8) 
•  Cain “Too much to bear” 
•  Israel in wilderness Ex 14 



Temptation is a PROCESS that 
does NOT come from God (1v13) 
“But	  every	  man	  is	  tempted,	  
when	  he	  is	  being	  drawn	  away	  
of	  his	  own	  lust,	  and	  is	  being	  
en9ced.	  Then	  when	  lust	  hath	  
conceived,	  it	  bringeth	  forth	  

sin:	  and	  sin,	  when	  it	  is	  
finished,	  bringeth	  forth	  

death.”	  
	  RSV	  James	  1v13-‐15	  

 

“Being drawn away (to lure)…
being enticed (to bait)” 

“Lust has conceived” 

“When finished…Bring forth (birth) 
death” 



God does not have a dark side, unlike us! He is 
light, so He only wants this for us! Faith decides 

what will be BORN in our life…DEATH or 
IMMORTALITY! 



Born of God – Not of Self 
Father of Lights Firstfruits 

Swift to hear (our prayers)  Swift to hear because we listen to 
God’s words (This begat us!)  

Slow to speak (in judgment)  Slow to speak to prevent hasty 
judgment  

Slow to wrath (He is longsuffering)  Slow to wrath because man’s 
wrath seeks revenge 

Hearing	  the	  Word	   Doing	  the	  Word	  



“Lay apart” 
“Receive” 



Activity! 
KEY MESSAGE: 

James 1v22 
 

Genuine Faith Transforms 
your Life! 

 



Thesis of James 
•  Faith - Transforms your ENTIRE way of life! 

–  Single-minded faith is a DEMONSTRATION of your relationship with 
God and the foundation of your life. 

•  “Let him ask God. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering” 
•  “Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh unto you.  

–  Single-minded faith IMPELS believer to respond to God in ACTION 
and deny the responses of the natural man. 

•  “Count”, “Knowing”, “Ask”, “Think”, “Endureth”, “Doers”, “Looketh”, 
“Visit”, “Keep”, “So do”  

•  “Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, he will flee from you” 

•  “Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only” 
–  A genuine faith is more than mere knowledge and belief 
–  it includes heartfelt trust that endures & honours God in DEED! 



Faith	  in	  Ac6on	  
•  “Beholds himself” – 

man hears & considers! 
•  “Hath beholden himself” 

– past tense. Faith not 
practical.  

•  “Goes own way” – faith 
not impacted his life 

•  “Forgetteth” – does not 
see application of Word 
in his Life each day! 

•  “Deceiving” – Faith 
academic, reasons 
away, justifies self! 

God’s	  Word	  –	  
Save	  your	  Soul	  

Self 
examination in 

the Word 
reveals “the 

face of man’s 
birth”!  

Imperfect 

Y  “Looketh” – man hears 
& considers carefully! 
(Luk 24v12) 

Y  “Perfecting” – Word 
converts (Psa 19v7, Gal 
3v24, 2 Tim 3v15-17). 

Y  “Law of Liberty” – Free 
from sin (John 
8v32-36).  

Y  “Continueth” – abides 
with power to save and 
tries to correct attitudes 

Y  “Blessed in Action” – 
faith impels action 



Visit the Fatherless & Widow in need 
Link: Respect of Persons (Ch 2) 
Keep unspotted from the world 
Link: Friendship with world in Ecclesia (Ch 4) 

 
Biggest Challenge of your Faith? 

 
Your Tongue!! 

(Ch 3) 
 

Is your religion in Vain? 
 


