| Timothy 1 - Holding on to Faith and a Good Conscience

The Gospel of the Glory of the Blessed God: 1 Tim 1v11.
At the beginning (1v11) and end (6v20) of this letter, Paul tells
Timothy of the immense responsibility he has been given.
Like us, Timothy was entrusted with gospel of the Kingdom.
This is the faith he was exhorted to hold on to: 1v19. God
has also given us this wonderful gift of eternal life. Our
response must be to extend this to others: Matt 25v14-30.

The “gospel of the glory” is literally what 1v11l means.
God’s glory is His Character: Exod 33v18-19; 34v5-7. Jesus
Christ was the perfect manifestation of Yahweh'’s character
and purpose. As such, Jesus is called the “glory of God”: Isa
40v5-9; John 1v14. God’s purpose is to fill the earth with His
glory: Num 14v21; Isa 11v9; Hab 2v14; Psa 72v19.

The gospel is the “things concerning the Kingdom of God
and the Name of Jesus Christ”: Acts 8v12,25; 28v31. Belief
in the true gospel saves us: 1 Cor 15v1-2. This “glorious
gospel of Christ” must shine in our lives as an example to
others: 2 Cor 4v4-6. The hope of the gospel is what gives us
hope in times of despair: 2 Cor 4v6-10. The gospel of the
Kingdom was preached to Abraham: Gal 3v6-9. Belief in the
gospel leads to baptism and salvation: Mark 16v15-16. The
gospel is a dynamic power that can save us: Rom 1v16.
Through Christ, we are “begotten through the gospel”, by
God’s Word of Truth: 1 Cor 4v15; James 1v18. The Gospel
is likened to an incorruptible seed that gives eternal life and
leads to a genuine love for others: 1 Pet 1v22-25.

v1-2 Paul’s Introduction to Timothy, his Son in the Faith.
v1 Saviour: Used of God in 1 Tim 1v1; 2v3; Titus 1v3; 2v
10,13; 3v4. This title introduces God as offering salvation
through his Son Jesus Christ: Luke 1v47; Jude v24-25.
Yahweh’s work through Christ is the main subject in the Bible:
Gen 49v18; Isal2v2; 49v9; 52v7,10; 59v11,; 63v5; Lam 3v26.
Jesus in Hebrew means “Yah saves”. God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself: 2 Cor 5v19; Rom 8v3.
Christ our Hope: Eph 2v12; Col 1v27; 3v1-4; Titus 2v13.
v2 My own son: Paul says the same of Titus in Titus 1v4
and Onesimus in Phm v10. Paul had no children yet was a
true father in the faith, as God is to us: Hos 11v3; 1 Cor 4v15.
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v6 Vain Jangling: NIV“meaningless talk” The world is full of this.

v7 NIV "They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know
what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.”

v8-9 The law is good: Rom 7v12,16 “The law is holy, just and good.”
The law was not an end in itself. Jesus Christ was the fulfilment of the
law. He was the substance, the law was only a shadow. The law
taught that they were sinners and that they needed a Saviour: Heb 9
v11-15. The law in itself did not save: Gal 2v16; 4v9. Jesus however
taught the spirit of the law: Matt 22v37-40; Psa 40v6-8; Heb 10v5-9.
v10 NIV “...for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and
perjurers - and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine”

v10 Contrary to sound doctrine: Everything else not included in v9-10.
v11 ESV “in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God
with which | have been entrusted.” This is literally the meaning of this.
v12-17 Paul’s own Experience of the Gospel.

v12 NIV “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength,
that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.”

Enabled me: The first thing Paul says about his own experience is that
he is thankful for what Jesus has done for him. It is the life of Christ that
gave Paul the strength to continue his ministry: Gal 2v20; Phil 4v13.
The life of Christ was set out in God’s purpose to affect us personally:
Acts 8v32-36. A true appreciation of Christ life has an emotional
influence upon us and gives us strength to continue: Acts 8v34-39.
Paul recognised that he was weak and that God’s strength was best
revealed in his weakness: 2 Cor 3v5-6; 12v9-10.

v13Paul persecuted the ecclesia: Acts 8v3; 22v4; Gal 1v13. Paul was
still responsible for his sin. But he was an unbeliever. Knowledge of the
Truth brings ultimate responsibility: Jn 9v41; 12v47-48; Jms 4v17.
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v17 Paul interjects at the end of discussing his calling to the gospel
with an exclamation of praise to God. When we really appreciate God’s
grace and forgiveness, we cannot help but to give God praise. Paul
gives similar exclamations in 1 Tim 6v15-16; Rom 8v33-39; 11v33-36.
Eternal: King of Ages: Dan 4v17, 25; Heb 11v3. Invisible: Heb 11v27.
v18-20 Defend the Faith. This is a repeat of Paul's command in v3.
War a good warfare: This is a lifelong war against temptation and sin:
Rom 6v13; 7v18,19; 1 Pet 2v11; 2 Tim 4v7. See notes on 6v12. This
also involves protecting the ecclesia from false teaching: Jude v3-4.
v19 NIV “holding on to faith and a good conscience.” A constant
theme. See notes on 1v5 and in the Background and Overview.

v20 Satan: The adversary, ie. into the world, explained as withdrawal
of fellowship in 1 Cor 5v5,7,11,13. See also: Matt 18v17; 2 Thess 3v14.
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